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A N D  O R I G I N A L  f i r  k"03~n) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Located d i agona l ly  a c r o s s  from the Rockbridge County Court House o n  a bucy 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  the  h e a r t  of town, the ALexander-h'ithrow Iiousr s e t s  the  
tone f o r  much of  t h e  h i s t o r i c f l a v o r  of Lexington. The p resen t  p i c tu resque  
appearance of  t h e  house i s  the  r e s u l t  of a  number of a l t e r a t i o n s ,  the  most 
major of which occurred i n  t h e  1850's when t h e  l e v e l  of the  ad jacen t  
s t r e e t s  was lowered t en  f e e t .  This  change i n  l e v e l  r e s u l t e d  i n  tb-e main 
f l o o r  of the house becoming t h e  second f l o o r  s e t  on a  f u l l  s t o r y  of lirnestc 
underpinning. This  s t r e e t  l e v e l ,  w i th  i t s  l a r g e  windows and f i n e  s t o n e ~ ~ o r ' r  
has  long been rented  o u t  t o  r e t a i l  shops. The o r i g i n a l  w i n  en t r ance  t o  
t h e  house now opens onto a  small  balcony wi th  a  decora t ive  c a s t - i r o n  
b a l u s t r a d e  supported on l a r g e  c a s t - i r o n  b racke t s .  A t  some p c i n t  du r i cg  
the  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry ,  t h e  p resen t  shal low hipped roof wi th  i t s  deep 
I t a l i a n a t e  bracketed co rn ice  was placed on the  house. The exac t  form of 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  roof i s  unce r t a in ,  but  i t  is thought t o  have been a  gable 
roo f .  The p o s i t i o n  o f  the  fou r  corner '  chimneys has not  been changed, 
a l though the  s h a f t s  may have been lowered. The most conspicuous f e a t u r e  
of t h e  house i s  the  b r i c k  w a l l s  s e t  wi th  glazed headers  t o  form a d iape r  
p a t t e r n  throughout.  Although an or ig ina l .  opening i n  t h e  c e n t e r  c f  the  
s i d e  w a l l  on the  second f l o o r  l e v e l  has been bricked up, the  w a l l s  su rv ive  
genr;rsL',y u n s c c r r e i .  Most 0 7  i:he SEISII i n  t h e  house i r n l d ,  anr? r ~ e a r l y  
a l l  Of i t  on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  is o r i g i n a l .  A l a t e r  one-story wooden gsi l .sr> 
has been placed a c r o s s  the  r e a r  w a l l  and overlooks a narrow areaicay. 

The i n t e r i o r  of the  bu i ld ing  has been a l t e r e d  wi th  the  changing of somf 
of  t h e  p a r t i t i o n s ,  bu t  much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  woodwork s u ~ v i v e s ,  i nc lud ing  
a f i n e  but  compact Federal  type s t a i r .  Most of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  <.s 
q u i t e  s imple.  

A f t e r  s t and ing  i n  a s t a t e  of  pod2 ' r e p a i r  f o r  many y e a r s ,  the  house has 
r e c e n t l y  been renovated by the  H i s t o r i c  Lexington Foundation. , . . , , : 
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The Alexander-Withrow House was b u i l t  f o r  a prominent Lexington merchant, 
William Alexander, around 1790. The house was b u i l t  on l o t s  pcrchased 
by Alexander from t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  Lexington i n  1784, when the  town 
was o r i g i n a l l y  l a i d  ou t .  In 1800, the  house was bought from the  Alexander I 
e s t a t e  by John Leyburn. One of  t h e  Leyburn c h i l d r e n  who grew up i n  the  
house presented a romantic p i c t u r e  of  i t  when he wrote:  

I t  was square ,  h ip- roofed ,  w i t h  a t a l l  chimney towering up from 
each corner  and b u i l t  of  b r i c k ,  some of which were glazed and 

I 
s e t  i n  t h e  wall. a s  t o  form a success ion  of diamonds. . . . 
The o ld  house was i n  most r e s p e c t s  a p l easan t  abode. I ts apartments ,  
f o r  t h a t  day, seemed spac ious  and a i r y ;  the  prospect  of the  
surrounding h i l l s  and ma jes t i c  mountains was b e a u t i f u l  and grand 
and the  g r e a t  p i l e s  of  g l az ing  h ickory  on the  capacious h e a r t h  
glowed wi th  comfort and chee r fu lness ,  a s  we gathered arould  i t .  

', ... 

The house remained i n  the  Leyburn family u n t i l  1851, when i t  was 
purchased by George A. Raker. I n  1901, i t  became the  proper ty  of  the  
Withrow family,  and it. remained i n  t h e i r  possess ion  u n t i l  1969, when i t  i 
was acqui red  by t h e  H i s t o r i c  Lexington Foundation. I 

i 
The Alexander-Withrow House su rv ives  a s  one of  t h e  o l d e s t  dwel l ings  i n  

I 

Lexington and one of t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y .  I t  is be l ieved  I 
t h a t  i t  is the  only  house i n  the  c e n t e r  of  town t o  have escaped the  
d i s a s t r o u s  f i r e  which swept t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  1796. The wel l -def ined  d i a p e r  
p a t t e r n  i n  the  b r i c k  w a l l s  is an unusual f e a t u r e  f o r  i t s  time and p lace ,  
and i t  is thought t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  only example o f  such work i n  the  
Shena.~doah Valley.  Equally i n t e r e s t i n g  a r e  the  four  corner  chimneys. 
Corner chimneys of t h i s  type occur on a few o t h e r  l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  century  
Rockbridge County houses, but  t h i s  motif has  n o t  been observed elsewhere 
i n  Vi rg in i a .  

The a \ s o c i a t i o n  of  t h e  Alexander-Withrow House wi th  s e v e r a l  o ld  Lexington 
f a m i l i e s ,  t oge the r  wi th  i t s  conspicuous l o c a t i o n  and unusual a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
f e a t u r e s  combine t o  make the  s t r u c t u r e  one of  the  most prominent and 
cher i shed  of  Lexington landmarks. 



Boley, Henry. Lexington ?A Vi rg in ia .  Ri.ctm~ond: G a r r e t t  and Massie, 
Inc. ,  1936. I 

"The Withrow House". Unpublished d a t a  s h e e t s  from H i s t o r i c  Lexington 
Foundation. 
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.As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Ns- 

, t ionel Historic preservation Act of 1966 (Public L a w  

89.665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 
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